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UK Industry Urges Labour To Go Further 
With Life Sciences Plan
BGMA Urges Consideration Of Generic Competition, Biosimilar Savings And 
IP Costs

by David Wallace

A life sciences plan unveiled by the UK’s Labour party – which polls indicate 
is likely to take power after the country’s imminent general election – could 
“go further in considering the role of off-patent medicines,” the BGMA 
believes.

A life sciences plan announced by the UK’s Labour party could “go further in considering the role 
of off-patent medicines,” according to the British Generic Manufacturers Association.

With Labour seen by many as a future government in waiting – based on polling that indicates a 
significant lead over the current Conservative government – the party has in recent months been 
increasingly cementing relations with leaders across various industries. And now, it has 
published a life sciences strategy that includes a promise to increase R&D in the UK’s 
pharmaceutical industry by £10bn ($12.7bn) a year, provided it wins power after the general 
election that is expected in the UK later in 2024.

Reacting to the strategy, BGMA chief executive Mark Samuels said the association was “pleased 
that the Labour party will set and monitor targets for regulatory approval timelines.” However, 
he said, “it will be necessary not just to prioritize new medicines and trials but also where new 
versions of off-patent medicines are being launched, as a healthy competitive market can save 
the National Health Service hundreds of millions and provide for a more resilient drug supply 
that mitigates the impact of shortages.”

Meanwhile, “it is also good to see Labour’s call for the UK to push for mutual recognition where 
the UK and other drug regulators are working to internationally recognized standards,” Samuels 
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said. “Key to this is working with the EU to get it to recognize batch testing done on UK soil.”

“Any government’s life science strategy must ensure it reflects the 
full breadth of the UK’s medicines industry.”

Acknowledging that “it is right that there is a comprehensive innovation and adoption strategy,” 
Samuels emphasized that “this must not exclude biosimilar medicines.”

Biosimilars offered “an exceptional opportunity for the NHS to widen patient access to the best 
treatments while saving the NHS billions,” he underlined. “Ensuring that the NHS takes full 
advantage of this is essential for a sustainable NHS.”

“Finally, the Labour Party has committed to aligning its intellectual property stance in future 
trade agreements against TRIPS [Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights]. 
However, any future trade deals must not create an IP regime that pushes up the cost of 
medicines for the NHS,” Samuels cautioned.

Highlighting the current lack of consideration for the off-patent sector in the UK, he said that 
“any government’s life science strategy must ensure it reflects the full breadth of the UK’s 
medicines industry,” especially given that generics represented “four out of five drugs used by 
the NHS.”

Despite this, “incredibly, they have been entirely overlooked by the current government’s 
strategy,” Samuels observed. “This has to change to sustain the resilience of generic and 
biosimilar medicines – drugs that save the NHS £15bn annually and allow more patients to be 
treated.”

“Excluding generic drugs from the current government’s life sciences vision is why we have so 
many medicine shortages,” Samuels argued. “We look forward to engaging with the Labour Party 
as it continues its policy development up to the general election.”

A ‘More Strategic Approach’ Needed
Separately, Diane DiGangi Trench – the Sandoz UK country head who became BGMA chair late 
last year after previously serving as vice-chair (see sidebar) – said that Labour’s plan “signals 
welcome prioritization, including the shifting of responsibility for life sciences to the secretary of 
state and the political empowerment of the Office for Life Sciences.”
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However, she said, “there is potential for 
the plan to go further in considering the 
role of off-patent medicines in the 
delivery of Labour’s health mission.”

“A more strategic approach to how the 
NHS uses generic and biosimilar 
medicines could help drive forward this 
agenda while solving some of the major 
health challenges facing any future 
government,” DiGangi Trench suggested.

“Crucial to reducing health inequalities is 
ensuring equitable access to treatments 
for as many patients as possible,” she 
argued. “We can’t tackle these 
inequalities by focusing exclusively on novel, high-cost therapies.” 
 
For example, she noted, “widespread use of certain cost-effective generic medicines such as 
statins have been one of the biggest preventative health interventions ever in the NHS’s history. 
Similarly, opening up access to biosimilars when patents have expired could mean many more 
patients with moderate illness could have their disease progression limited.” 
 
“Delivering on its plan for life sciences will take time, so it is encouraging that Labour is setting 
out its vision at this stage,” DiGangi Trench concluded. “There is a huge opportunity to not only 
think about the life sciences sector as an engine for economic growth, but also as mission critical 
to a healthier nation as part of an NHS fit for the future.”

ABPI Welcomes Labour Strategy
Meanwhile, UK brand industry association the ABPI gave the Labour life sciences strategy a 
warm welcome, recognizing that it “emphasizes the need to encourage investment in the 
pharmaceutical sector.”

“This strategy reflects the extensive and thoughtful engagement with stakeholders that the 
Labour party has undertaken,” commented ABPI chief executive Richard Torbett.

“With its focus on the long-term, practical measures to boost investment in research, and the 
emphasis on quality data to underpin future strategy, this plan will help our industry to deliver 
the cutting-edge treatments NHS patients need and deserve and help the UK to better compete 
on the global stage.”

BGMA Lines Up New Leadership With 
Change Of Vice-Chair

By David Wallace

22 May 2023
UK generics and biosimilars industry 
association the BGMA is laying the 
groundwork for new leadership after 
appointing Sandoz UK head Diane DiGangi 
Trench as its vice-chair, ahead of her moving 
up to chair next year.

Read the full article here
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